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ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE 

To provide an image forming apparatus 
including: an image forming unit for forming an image 
on an image bearing member; a transfer unit for 
5 electrostatically transferring the image on the image 
bearing member onto a transfer medium in a transfer 
portion, the transfer unit including a transfer 
member that is capable of nipping the transfer medium 
in a space with the image bearing member and a 

10 voltage application unit for applying a voltage to 

the transfer member; a control unit for performing a 
detection operation that detects a voltage-current 
characteristic concerning the transfer member at the 
time of a non-transfer operation of the transfer unit 

15 and determining a transfer voltage at the time of a 

transfer operation based on a detection result of the 
detection operation; and a potential changing unit 
that is capable of changing a potential of a surface 
of the image bearing member on which the image has 

20 been formed by the image forming unit and which does 
not yet reach the transfer portion, in which the 
control unit performs the detection operation at the 
time when the image bearing member surface processed 
by the potential changing unit passes through the 

25 transfer portion. 


